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Tutorial Approach

In this tutorial, students learn to find current news and weather information on the Web. They also learn how to obtain maps and city guides. They use online library resources and find and use other Internet research resources. They find graphics, sounds, and video resources. Students learn how copyright laws affect their use of resources found on the Web. They also examine the future of electronic publishing. 
In the first part of this tutorial, students learn how to search for information on current news, weather, and travel information. They also learn how to find individual and business listings in directories. 
In the second session of this tutorial, students learn how to use library research resources to find information about a specific topic. They learn how to find multimedia resources such as sound and video clips, and learn about some common Web multimedia formats. They also learn how copyright laws affect their ability to use those resources. Finally, students learn about the future of electronic publishing.
Lecture Notes

Current Information on the Web
Almost every search engine and Web directory includes a list of current news hyperlinks; familiarize your students with these sources. Use the sites describes in the textbook (Excite, Yahoo!) to show pages that provide links to current information of all sorts. 

Many sites provide filters that aid the search for current information. Figures 4-3, 4-4, and 4-5 illustrate the way to use date filters on three different Web sites.

Getting the News

Broadcast news, wire services, and newspapers have all worked hard to develop Web identities. Many have their own sites, such as www.cnn.com and www.nytimes.com. Note that not all news sites are free; some  require a subscription fee to access articles that are more than a week old, or to access the full text versions of all articles. 

Web news directories provide links to many Web sites of newspapers and other media outlets. One such site is the Internet Public Library - Online Newspapers site, which includes hyperlinks to hundreds of international and domestic newspapers. It is illustrated in Figure 4-7. If possible, demonstrate how to use this site in class.
Quick Quiz
1. True or False: You can filter search engine results to show only pages that have been updated between specific dates. 


2. A web site that lists links to newspapers’ Web sites is called a:
a. Web news directory

b. news search engine

c. news site


3. A Web site that includes links to hundreds of newspapers, both international and domestic, is the _____________________.

Answers: True, a, Internet Public Library – Online Newspapers site
Weather Reports
Students know that meteorology is not an exact science. It is useful to acquaint them with the two most popular weather sites—the Weather Channel and AccuWeather. Have students practice searching for weather reports for various parts of the world.
Obtaining Maps and Destination Information

Discuss how to use maps and city guides on the Web. If possible, demonstrate in class how to use MapQuest, one of the most popular sites. Explain that MapQuest, and some other sites let you download maps and driving directions to PDAs, or e-mail them to others.
A city guide site such as Citysearch can provide information about food, lodging, and attractions in many cities. In addition, it provides links of interest to job seekers and house hunters. Figure 4-13 shows an example of Citysearch. 

Finding Businesses and People on the Web

Many sites are available that help you find people on the Web. Yellow pages sites store information about businesses, while white pages sites let you search for individuals’ names, addresses, and telephone numbers. Many Web sites provide both services. Familiarize your students with one of these sites, such as SuperPages.com. After they have an introduction to these sites, discuss the issue of privacy concerns regarding these sites.
Quick Quiz
1. True or False: Because weather sites all use data from the National Weather Service, weather reports are the same no matter which weather forecasting site you use. 


2. Sites that special in finding addresses and telephone numbers of business are known as ____________________________.

a. yellow Page directories
b. white pages directories
c. phone directories


3. Online map sites are sometimes missing information about ____________________.
Answers: False, a, Road construction delays or detours, 
Classroom Activity
If you have a computer with a projection device and an Internet connection in your classroom, use it open several browser windows or page tabs with different map sites on each and search for an address with which the students are all familiar. Compare the features of each site.

Classroom Activity
If you have a computer with a projection device and an Internet connection in your classroom, use it to search a city guide for your students’ favorite restaurant. Then find a map with directions on how to get there from campus. Do any students use these tools?

Online Library, Text, and Multimedia Resources

Some people believe the Web has made existing libraries accessible to more people. Show your students the LibrarySpot Web site, which is a collection of hyperlinks organized in the same general way that a physical library might arrange its collections. Students should also familiarize themselves with the U.S. Library of Congress Web site, which includes links to a huge array of research resources. The Web contains a number of text resources, including dictionaries, thesauri, encyclopedias, glossaries, and other reference works. The Student Online Companion page for Tutorial 4 lists more resources under Additional Information.

The Web also offers a number of full text copies of works that are no longer protected by copyright. Tell your students about two of the most popular Web sites for full text storage – Project Gutenberg and Project Bartleby. 
For a historical perspective of the Web, discuss the Internet Archive Wayback Machine. This site provides researchers a series of snapshots of Web pages as they were at various points in the history of the Web. Your students should find it interesting to see how much the Web has evolved in their own lifetime.
Citing Web Research Resources

Discuss the issues involved in citing Web sites as research resources. Be sure to remind your students that citation formats for electronic resources are still emerging. Encourage students to use Figure 4-19 as a guide when citing Web resources in their papers and presentations.
Quick Quiz
1. True or False: The Web has made libraries less important because so much information is available online.


2. When citing Web resources, it’s important to enclose the Web site’s URL in:
a. < > Chevrons

b. ( ) Parentheses

c. { } Braces


3. The Internet Archives Wayback Machine chronicles the history of ________________.

Answers: False, a, the World Wide Web.

Classroom Activity
Many public and university libraries provide links to their computerized card catalogs via the Web. Users who log in can browse the catalogs, see what books they’ve got checked out, and can reserve library materials. Does your school or local library provide this feature? If you have a computer with a projection device and an Internet connection in your classroom, use it to connect to a library that provides this service, and explore the features with the class. Do any students use this feature?
Copyright Issues
Introduce your students to the term intellectual property. Explain that this term covers all products of the human mind, whether tangible or intangible. Discuss the difference between this and ideas. Explain copyright law, as described in the textbook, and discuss the public domain. Discuss the fair use exemptions from copyright regulations.

Explain what constitutes plagiarism, and make sure students understand that it can be a serious violation of their school’s academic honesty policy. It will be helpful to offer examples of what is and isn’t plagiarism, reminding them that all information used as a research resource should be documented, including information from a Web that is in the public domain, as well as those protected by copyright.

Images and Graphics on the Web
Familiarize your students with the different graphics file formats used on the Web including the GIF, JPEG, BMP, TIFF, PCX, and PNG formats. Make sure they know about file compression, which is important on the Web; uncompressed graphic files containing images of significant size or complexity are too large to transmit efficiently. JPEG file compression is “lossy;” remind your students that a lossy compression erases some elements of the graphics. 
Be sure to mention the WebMuseum site to your students. This site is one of the best Web resources for the fine arts and occasionally features special exhibitions. 
Sounds, Music, and Video on the Web

Unlike graphics files, sound and video files appear on the Web in many different formats and often require software extensions, also called plug-ins, which interpret the files, and enable Web browsers to process the content. Popular plug-ins include Macromedia Shockwave and Flash. 
Introduce your students to the WAV, MIDI and AU audio file formats. Discuss streaming transmission and explain how RealNetworks, Inc. has pioneered this technology with the RealAudio and RealVideo formats. 
The International Standards Organizations’ Moving Picture Experts Group has created a series of standards for compressed file formats. Students should be familiar with MPEG format’s audio track, MP3. Discuss the issues surrounding MP3 file sharing with your students, and the recent growth in Web sites that allow you to legally download music for a small fee, such as Apple’s iPod + iTunes Web site.
Future of Electronic Publishing

Many industry analysts believe that the ease of publishing electronically on the Web may help reduce the concentration of media control that has been developing over the past three decades as newspapers merged with each other and, along with radio and television stations, were purchased by large media companies. 
Have your students discuss the benefits of Web publications and e-zines. An e-zine does not require a large readership to be successful and can therefore focus on very specialized, narrow interests. E-zines have become a popular place for publishing new fiction and poetry. As the discussion ends, ask your students, where they think the future of electronic publishing lies.
Explain that blogs are different than e-zines because they reflect only the blog owner’s opinions. The content does not go through an editorial review process. 
Quick Quiz
1. True or False: When a graphic image, sound file or video clip is available for free distribution, the work is said to be in the private domain.

2. Because JPEG and GIF format graphics files are ___________________, they are more useful on Web pages than files created in other formats, such as BMP and TIFF.
a. lossy

b. zipped

c. compressed


3. Specialized Web-based magazines are known as ___________________.

Answers: False, c, e-zines
Classroom Activity
Discuss music file sharing with your students. How many students download music or video files from sites that specialize in this? Which sites do they use? If any students use file-sharing sites that violate copyright laws, so they believe that they may be prosecuted? Do they believe they are hurting anyone? Does anyone want to try to predict the future of music file sharing? 
Tutorial Discussion Questions

1. Discuss ways to validate the three components of evaluating a Web resource: authorship, content and appearance.
2. Discuss the different text resources available on the Web, as well as the advantages and disadvantages of these services.
3. Discuss the difficulties involved in citing Web research resources.
4. Discuss the various graphics file formats and the advantages and disadvantages of each.

Key Terms

	Term
	Definition

	animated GIF file
	A file that combines several Graphics Interchange Format (GIF) images into a single GIF file. 

	AVI (Audio Video Interleaved) format
	A file format used for video and audio files on the Web that was developed by Microsoft. 

	copyright
	A right granted by a government to the author or creator of a literary or artistic work that protects the tangible expression of an idea for the specific length of time provided in the copyright law and gives the author or creator the sole and exclusive right to print, publish, or sell the work. 

	e-zine
	A Web-based electronic magazine. 

	fair use
	A provision in the U.S. copyright law that, among other things, allows students to use limited amounts of copyrighted information in term papers and other academic reports. 

	Graphics Interchange Format (GIF)
	A file format for graphics images that is widely used on the Internet for storing images that have only a few distinct colors, such as line drawings, cartoons, and simple icons. 

	intellectual property
	A general term that includes all products of the human mind. 

	Joint Photographic Experts Group (JPEG)
	A file format for graphics images that is widely used on the Internet for storing images that contain many colors and few sharp edges, such as photographs and continuous-tone art. 

	lossy compression
	A file compression procedure that erases some elements of the graphic; the greater the level of compression, the more graphic detail is lost. 

	MIDI (Musical Instrument Digital Interface) format
	An audio file format that stores digital information about each element of a sound, including its pitch, length, and volume. 

	Moving Picture Experts Group (MPEG)
	A series of compressed file formats for storing video and audio files on the Web. 

	MPEG Audio Layer 3 (MP3)
	MPEG format’s audio track; files in the MP3 format are somewhat lower in quality than WAV format files, but they are 90 percent smaller. 

	news search engine
	A Web site that allows searches of the content of current news stories in multiple publications and wire services. 

	plagiarism
	Use of material (whether it is in the public domain or is protected by copyright) without crediting the source. 

	plug-ins
	A program that is a software extension of a Web browser. 

	public domain
	Copyrighted works or works that are eligible for copyright protection whose copyrights have expired or been relinquished voluntarily by the copyright owner. You are free to copy text, images, and other items in the public domain without obtaining permission. 

	QuickTime format
	A browser extension that plays video, sound, music, 3-D, and virtual reality on Macintoshes, PCs, and wireless devices. 

	streaming transmission
	A technique for transferring large sound and video files on the Web in which the Web server sends the first part of the file to the Web browser, which begins playing the file immediately, and while the browser plays the file, the server sends the next segment of the file. 

	Wave (WAV) format
	A file format jointly developed by Microsoft and IBM that stores digitized audio waveform information at a user-specified sampling rate and plays on any Windows computer that supports sound. 

	Web news directory
	A Web directory that includes a hierarchical list of links to online news sources. 

	Web logs (Weblogs or blogs)
	A Web site that contains commentary on current events written by an individual. 

	white pages directory
	A Web site that lets you search for names, addresses, and telephone numbers of individuals. 

	wire service
	An organization that gathers and distributes news to newspapers, magazines, broadcasters, and other organizations that pay a fee to the wire service. 

	yellow pages directory
	A Web site that stores information about business, including addresses and telephone numbers.


