




























































2012 CONVOCATION SCRIPT-Dean Reilly Ridgell and Dean Gina Tudela 

 

G - 2011-2012 was another busy year for GCC and we’ve barely had time to catch our breath before this 

next academic year begins.  But let’s take some time out to look back over the past year at the 

accomplishments, the awards, and the activities that occurred.  

 R - Now before doing that, however, we must begin on a somber note.  We lost two of our own last 

year, both in March.  On March 14 Facility Maintenance Coordinator Joe Quitugua passed away after an 

illness of several months.  And, in a very disturbing event on March 23, Visual Communication Instructor 

Paul Parvin collapsed and died in his classroom while students were arriving for the next class.  I have 

never seen that happen in my 40 years in education.  We will miss them both. 

G- For the 2011-2012 year the overriding emphasis was on accreditation.  It seemed like we had been 

preparing for accreditation for years.  Well, we had.  Finally the time approached when we would turn in 

our self-evaluation study and wait for the visiting team. 

R - In late October GCC brought to the campus Dr. Doug Houston.  Dr. Houston had much experience 

with accreditation, had chaired teams before, and spent hours reading our report drafts.  His 

recommendations were invaluable in helping our Standard Committees rewrite and polish the reports. 

G- Then, in January, Dr. Chapdelaine, chair of the accreditation team that would visit in March, stopped 

by the College to meet with President Okada and Vice President Somera on logistical details of the 

impending accreditation team visit. 

R - Finally March 19 arrived, and the 11 member team was here.  For three days they held meetings with 

faculty, administration, staff, and students.  And they poured over documents.  We gave them lots and 

lots of documents. 

G - Then, in June, our indefatigable President, Dr. Okada, flew off to appear for five whole minutes at a 

hearing of the ACCJC council which was meeting to determine the fate of GCC.  The culmination came on 

July 4 for us here on Guam, as we were granted SIX MORE YEARS.  

R -  Kudos to our President.  Kudos to Dr. Ray, Kudos to all the Standard committee members, Kudos to 

all who worked so hard for this accreditation.  Now, of course, it’s time to start getting ready for 2018. 

G – Enrollment continued to grow last year.  Fall 2011 saw 2,536 post secondary students enroll, third 

year in a row that it was an all-time high.  It was a 2.34% increase over Fall 2010 and is the highest 

enrollment in College history.  Then Spring 2012 saw an enrollment of 2,463 students, a five percent 

increase over Spring 2011. 

R – We also had record enrollment in our secondary programs with a total of 2,416 students at the 

beginning of the school year last August.  And, just last May, the College conferred 399 degrees, 

certificates, and diplomas upon 348 students.  This included a record 72 apprentices. 



G – The College also continued to rake in grants and donations.  In August DOI Assistant Secretary Tony 

Babauta awarded GCC a $331,870 grant for “green” furniture and equipment for the student center.  

Also, the CACGP grant came it at $1.5 million – again; and Project AIM/Trio was funded for the second 

year of its $1.5 million grant. 

R – The GCC foundation raised $6000 with its Parade of Shoes.  More money was raised at the GCC 

Foundation 35th anniversary gala in May.  The class of ’77 presented a Mace as a class gift to the College 

and Dr. Kimberly Bersamin received the 2012 Distinguished alumni award.  Lastly, the College received 

$500 from Peggy Denny, for its recycling efforts. 

G - Construction and renovation continued unabated in 2011-2012.  It’s becoming a GCC tradition.  The 

new student center was opened in December.  A new paint booth was installed in the auto body shop.  

Renovation continued on the Foundation Building.  And in January  Mike Makeo, prime architect for our 

new buildings, gave the campus an update on the GCC Physical Master Plan.  More renovations are to 

come. 

R – College faculty continued to develop new courses and programs.  These included Introduction to 

Theater; Photovoltaics l & ll; Introduction to Renewable Energy; Project HATSA – in partnership with 

Public Health, helping members of needy families gain skills to make them more employable; and with 

help from AHEC funding, the first steps have been taken to develop a paramedic program.  We also will 

be offering TSA classes in the near future.  The College is also working on developing short term courses 

that are for credit but can’t be used toward degrees or certificates. 

G – Students were active too last year.  Seven hundred attended Fall Festival in September.  In January 

DECA held its Quiz Bowl in the MPA and it was Southern High that won.  Simon Sanchez Pro-Start 

students won the cake decorating contest at the Micronesian Mall in February.   

R - Three hundred high school seniors visited GCC in February for the College and Career Exploration 

day, sponsored by College Access.  It was featured in the National College Access Network April 

newsletter.  Okodo High School LMP team placed second nationally at the national competition in 

Orlando in March.  

G -  The Math Olympiad was sponsored by the math and science department.  COPSA’s Spring Festival 

was a big success in March.  Newly elected COPSA leaders are:  Steven Alvarez was elected President 

and Ariane Nepomuceno was chosen as student representative to the Board of Trustees.  A record 556 

students cast ballots.   

R - Simon Sanchez’s Pro Start team won the Guam contest and went to the national competition in 

Baltimore in April.  The SLO video contest was won by Liberal Studies Students Nicolas Diaz, E.J. Santo 

Domingo, and Micah Carols.  The GW Autocad class won the Green Dream Home contest sponsored by 

the UOG Center for Island Sustainability.  The Electronics Skills Challenge was held in April with 

participants from all five high schools.  Southern High won Rack and Jack, Okkodo won NIC Card 

Installagtion, and GW won the Router Configuration Challenge.  



G -  The Beta XI Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society inducted 27 new members in May.  These 

numbers mean the chapter will retain its Five Star Chapter status.  And College Access helped sponsor a 

College and Career Readiness Summit in May, bringing students ranging from fifth grade through high 

school to GCC to learn about many of our program career areas. 

R – The College received numerous awards and recognition.  The U.S. Green Building Council certified 

our Learning Resource Center as “gold.”  And the College was invited as an honorary member of the 

Sustainable Energy Industry Association of the Pacific Islands. 

G – The GCC Finance and Administration Division was noted in the Association of Government 

Accountants November Newsletter as being the reason GCC  is one of the best financially managed 

organizations in Gov Guam.  As if to underscore that, the College had its 11th consecutive clean audit. 

R – For the third year in a row, thanks to our students’ community service projects, GCC is on the 

President’s Higher Education Community Service Honor Roll.  And, thanks to everyone who played and 

L& K corporation who sponsored them, the GCC softball team won the best sportsmanship trophy in the 

Parks and Rec softball league. 

G – Our students were also busy acquiring scholarships.  In February GCC Accounting students Floregine 

Dela Cruz and Guoying Murday received $1000 each from the Associate of Government Accountants. 

R – GCC sophomore Jacob Fathal became one of 50 nationwide community college students to be 

named 2012 new century scholars.  This includes a $2000 scholarship. 

G – GCC student Alexis DeGracia received a $500 scholarship from the American Association of 

University Women.  Patricia Fae Ho, Vice President of the AAUW, had visited the campus in January. 

R – Ha’ane Joy C. San Nicolas was awarded a 1st Hawaiian Bank Businesswoman of the Year Scholarship 

in March. And student James Pangelinan was the first ever recipient of the $1,500 First Hawaiian Bank 

John Lee Scholarship. 

G – GCC employees have also been busy winning awards and recognition or accomplishments.  Dr. Lisa 

Baza-Cruz was confirmed as a member of the Guam Commission for Educator Certification.  This is 

something that is of special interest to the College. 

R – Electronics faculty members Terry Kuper and Adrian Atalig received training from Bruce Best in 

teaching photovoltaic installation.  They will now be able to take the national certification test. 

G – Eric Chong received Professional Educator Certification in CTE from the Guam Commission for 

Educator Certification.  He is the first to receive certification in CTE. 

R – Frank Camacho won the Biggest Loser contest, dropping 35 pounds. 

G – Rose Loveridge was named Emergency Medical Services Advocate of the Year by the EMS 

commission for her work in organizing the EMT certifications and spearheading efforts toward a 

paramedic program. 



R – Jeff Fabro passed his Windows 7 Operating System certification test.  And Joel Ridgell passed his 

Cisco Certified Network Professional exam.  (I know him.) 

G – A number of faculty received promotions.  They are…… 

 

R – GCC faculty and administration have also been busy with various outreach efforts.   Last August, 

Victor Rodgers began providing the use of the Key Train Program at the one-stop center in the GCIC 

building.  Then in the Spring, 16 GW students passed the National Career Readiness Certificate test 

administered by GCC and DOL as part of WorkKeys. 

G – Adult Education and College Access held their annual conference “Promoting Literacy through 

Diversity”.  The conference promoted adult literacy and education opportunities.  At total of 259 people 

attended. 

R – In January Weipat Jr. High School on the island of Onoun in the Naminuito group of outer islands in 

Chuuk received a fully functioning computer lab using a grant from US DOI.  GCC managed the grant. 

G – In December medical assistant students did voluntary health screenings on campus to show what 

MA training entails. 

R – A new staff senate has been created.  The officers are: President – Liz Duenas; VP – Johanna 

Camacho; Secretary/Treasurer – Ava Garcia; Representatives at Large: Donnie Lizama, Latisha Leon 

Guerrero, Vivian Guerrero, Tamara Hiura, and Cathy Anderson. 

G – GCC certified Microsoft trainer Elaine Fejerang offered free training sessions to GCC employees to 

help them navigate Windows 7 and various Office programs. 

 

R - And finally, as we start a new year, we have new faculty to welcome.  Some have already worked for 

us for part of last year, but none were aboard at the last convocation.  So here we go.  In TPS…. 

 

G – In TSS…. 

 

R – We’d like to thank Jayne for her work in putting together Chechilani, from which most of this 

information came.  So if you did something that wasn’t mentioned by us, it’s because you never told 

Jayne. 

G- Good night 

R – And thank you very much. 



  


